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Learn more about the
Lower Neponset River

Superfund Project 

epa.gov/neponsetriver

SCAN ME WITH 
YOUR PHONE! Take action

to clean up 
pollution
in your
neighborhood

The Lower 
Neponset
River
Superfund 
Site DORCHESTER  |  HYDE PARK

MATTAPAN  |  MILTON



Why This Matters
Contaminated sediment threatens water quality 
and public safety. Failing dams risk spreading 
pollution downstream, increasing flooding and 
environmental damage.

Removing hazardous waste will restore natural 
river flow, improve fish and wildlife habitat, and 
create safer parks, trails, and community spaces—
ensuring a healthier, safer Neponset River for 
generations to come.

How to Get Involved
The Lower Neponset River (LNR) Community
Advisory Group (CAG)—or just “the CAG” for 
short—is a group of your neighbors learning 
together and advocating for a successful River 
cleanup. We: 

•	 Stay engaged by attending meetings,           
sharing input, and participating in formal        
EPA comment periods.

•	 Learn about the cleanup process and develop 
responses with support from EPA staff and 
CAG members.

•	 Shape the future of the River by ensuring
community voices guide cleanup and           
restoration decisions.

Join the CAG!
We’re looking for residents, business owners,          
and community advocates to get involved.

•	 CAG members work together, attend meetings, 
share ideas, and advocate for a cleaner, safer 
River. 

•	 You don’t need to be an expert to help!
But multilingual speakers and those with 
expertise in environmental science, law,
engineering, health, or advocacy are
especially encouraged to join.

•	 Meetings are held on the third Tuesday of 
each month from 6–8 PM.

We are Your Neighbors & 
Friends
Members of the CAG help advocate 
for a cleaner, safer Neponset River.

Neighborhood Representatives

•	Hyde Park: Patricia Alvarez, Bethany 
Czerny, Ken Fields, Michael Hanley,
Rob McKinnon, Jay Paget, Emyr 
Remy, Marilynne Smith Quarcoo

•	Lower Mills/Dorchester:
Karen Groce-Horan

•	Mattapan: Muriel Leonard,
Vivien Morris

•	Milton: Steve Geyster, Susan Milliken

Community Organizations & Partners

•	Neponset Greenway Council:
Jessica Mink

•	Mattapan Food and Fitness Coalition: 
Vivien Morris

•	Neponset River Watershed Assoc. 
(NepRWA): Ian Cooke, Karen Groce-
Horan, Andres Ripley

•	Department of Conservation and 
Recreation (DCR): Robert Lowell, 
Debra Berger

CONTACTS
ZaNetta Purnell, EPA Region 1—Public Affairs
617-918-1306  |  857-286-6766 
purnell.zanetta@epa.gov

Andres Ripley, NepRWA Greenways Director
781-575-0354 x301  |  ripley@neponset.org

Karen Groce-Horan, NepRWA Community
Engagement Specialist  |  781-575-0354 x 312
groce-horan@neponset.org 

The Role of the EPA
The EPA works with residents and local and state 
agencies to clean up the Neponset River through 
the Superfund process.

Industrial waste left hazardous pollutants in 
river sediment, especially near old dams and 
slow-moving sections.

•	 Phase 1 covers the section from Dana Avenue 
in Hyde Park, through Riverside Square, to the 
Tileston-Hollingsworth Dam behind the Shops 
at Riverwood.

•	 Future phases will be announced as cleanup 
continues.

•	 EPA staff provide updates to the LNR CAG, 
answer questions, and hold community meetings 
to share findings, cleanup options, and progress.

•	 Ongoing community involvement ensures local 
concerns are addressed throughout the cleanup 
process.

Project Description
The Lower Neponset River is a U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) Superfund Site.

Decades of industrial pollution have left 3.7 miles of 
the River—through Dorchester, Hyde Park,
Mattapan, and Milton—contaminated and in need of 
restoration.

•	 The section between Dana Ave and the         
Baker Chocolate Factory Dam is unsafe for 
swimming, playing in the mud, or eating fish.

•	 The EPA Superfund program cleans up       
hazardous pollution.

•	 Contaminants have already been removed 
from the Lewis Chemical site in Hyde Park.

•	 Similar cleanup work is planned for the           
Riverside Square neighborhood.

•	 Cleanup will continue in the most polluted
areas and move downstream through         
Mattapan, Milton, and Dorchester until
reaching the Baker Dam.


